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By ELLIS BURRUSS

An email went to a number of 
Brunswick residents in mid 

February: “There is a big hole in 
our community. A lack, an ab-
sence. It’s The Citizen newspaper.

We have heard it a number of 
times in the past year: “Where 

By KELLY WALSER

Staff and students of Bruns-
wick Elementary are welcom-

ing a newly-built school this year, 
and it’s been a long time coming. 

The new school boasts two 
floors, three playgrounds, a stage 

connecting the cafeteria with the 
gymnasium, and a maker-space 
for crafts and STEM projects. The 
school is also partnered with the 
county as a recreation center of-
fering programming in the sum-
mer and off-school hours. 

Built on neighboring land 
parcels purchased as part of the 
construction project, square foot-
age increased from about 59,000 
square feet to 94,000 square feet. 
This is good news for the com-
munity and addresses the long-
standing student capacity issue. 
As of March 2023, the elementa-
ry school was at 143% capacity, 
with all of 5th grade and some 
of 4th grade in portable class-
rooms. The new school increas-
es capacity from 508 students to 
725. The enrollment projections 
for the 2023-2024 school year, last 
published in January 2023 on the 
Frederick County Public Schools 
(FCPS) website, shows a project-
ed enrollment of 724. Brunswick 
Elementary’s principal Dr. Kim-
berly Mazaleski confirms that 
all students will be inside the 

building for the 2023-2024 year. 
However, overcapacity at the 
new school is possible in future 
years due to continued popula-
tion growth.

FCPS officials have said that 
additional capacity at Valley Ele-
mentary, whose school is sched-

uled for replacement in time for 
the 2025-2026 school year, could 
help alleviate future capacity 
concerns for Brunswick Ele-
mentary. The Valley Elementary 

replacement project received de-
sign approval from the Board of 
Education in April 2023 and be-
gins the construction bid process 
later this year.

The new Brunswick school is 
designed to be naturally lit and 
has an overall focus on ener-
gy efficiency. The building and 
grounds feature ADA-compliant 
accessibility. Once full demoli-
tion and paving are complete, 
there will be a separate bus park-
ing lot and loop providing an 
improved flow of traffic, along 

aries expand with more hous-
ing, people and businesses. Still 
others are thrilled with the ex-
panding tax base, better school 
buildings, more diversity in our 
population, and a broader and 
richer business community. 

The old demeaning slogan 
that was applied to Brunswick -- 
“hills, whores and liquor stores” 
– has been replaced with “hills, 
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New School  
for Brunswick Elementary

“news”paper covering the latest 
news, but it will cover local mat-
ters such as City Council meet-
ings, community events, new 
business openings, local sports, 
profiles of interesting people 
in the community and much 
more. There will be articles and 
ads from local businesses and 

organizations, a garden col-
umn, occasional recipes, 
and a classified ad section 
where readers can buy and 
sell items. There will be an 
editorial page where letters 
to the editor and opinion 
articles are encouraged. The 
paper will have humor, local 
essays, local photos and per-
haps serialized fiction and 
poetry.

This might sound like a 
big undertaking to include 
so much in each paper, but 
we are counting on the in-
terest and spirit of people in 
our community to contrib-
ute their ideas, their pho-
tos and their own writing 
to this publication to truly 
make it a community paper.

So you might be won-
dering how we will pay 

for all the costs of printing and 
mailing a newspaper for free to 
every household in Brunswick 
and part of Lovettsville. We see 
it as an opportunity for local 

Continued on page 5

Square footage 
increased from about 
59,000 square feet to 
94,000 square feet.

FEATURED ON PAGE 12 
New Municipal Building Profiled

By JULIE GOURLEY

Many long-time Brunswick 
residents see the chang-

es happening in our fair city as 
quite surprising. Some are not ex-
cited and would like Brunswick 
to stay the same small, charming 
town that they remember. Other 
residents are more welcoming, 
if guarded, at seeing city bound-

The Residences at Railroad Square complex is a transit-oriented, mixed-use project that combines historic renovation with 
new construction. 

A 2021 vision of the new elementary school as portrayed in a recently 
published architectural drawing.
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businesses to advertise to lo-
cal customers at a reasonable 
cost. The printing, postage and 
other expenses will be covered 
by advertising sales. We want 
to keep ad costs down so that 
local businesses can reach local 
customers. This is a win-win 
situation for all of us.

What should it be called? The 
Brunswick Banner? The Poto-
mac Street Journal? The Bruns-
wick Record? Or a reincarna-
tion of the Brunswick Citizen? 

We were approached by the 
publisher of the Emmitsburg 
News-Journal and the Woods-
boro-Walkersville News-Journal 
who pointed out the possible 
business advantages of an in-
formal collaboration. We decid-
ed on the Brunswick News-Jour-
nal and here it is. The first issue 
is in your hands. We hope you 
will enjoy it.

Every household in Bruns-
wick will receive a copy at no 
charge. Some households in 
Lovettsville will also be in-
cluded. That might expand as 
our newspaper develops and 
advertisers see the benefits of 
reaching more households.

We welcome reader feedback 
on this issue. Tell us how we 
can make it better and if you 
want to contribute in any way. 
We welcome all ideas.  h
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 An email went to a 
number of Brunswick residents 
in mid February: “There is a big 
hole in our community. A lack, 
an absence. It’s The Citizen 
newspaper.
 we’ve heard it a num-
ber of times in the past year: 
“Where can I find out about 
that?” “How can we publicize 
this?” (sigh) “I sure miss The 
Citizen.” “

  As a result 
several of those residents have 
been talking about this in recent 
weeks and have to decided to 

      Here we could print and ar-
ticle about all of the At quid eo-
sae nobitione eius et laut ut aut 
pa vid quam vid et es enihilibus 
consequam a debit ea dolupta-
tis quis dolesseque sim quae 
pelesto reperia nusam, ut et ea 

et de ratiae que ommoluptatem 
quaspe et, assit, niminctem 
eseque poressus et dus aut 
essuntius simendae conserero 
ipsamustrum audi solorem quo 
moloratiunte et hilique conem. 
Nam eum quiaerum sam dolum 
aut milicim oloribe ritatem po-
ritiis id ut lam sinci omnihilit 
eatibusam, simust fugiatest eate 
nosanihil inverio nsequisim na-
tio. Nam re nonsecu llabo. Atis 
sequiam quam quam quamet 
est entiasi nihiciuntota et rerum 
non porum quam vel et, sinullu 
ptaeped quia adit venis quat.
Borunt ullit, invendero tempor 
alit verehen derore remporro 
vent aut voluptOfficatia dolo-
re, atur rest voluptiusam quas 
doluptamet, omnimin est hicae-
caborro to quiatum aut et alia 
que ne il ipsum sime asperum 
vid mint ea dolore sitis apis re 
voluptur?Bit delic tota con con 
exereriae ipicae videribea di 
qui ipsantium quiam fugitium 

quiscidus entem quis et am et 
eturehenimus eum fuga. Nam, 
tem asped unt landita secest do-
luptae que nestemp elitatia eve-
lis ratibus ipiet excepti ut rerro 
volorum qui rem quat dunt ped 
earum arum quatinction conet 

adist mod quidis adio. Ut as dit 
aut hari dolorec aborem ius utae. 
Ut et elesto quibus, cum quam 
et elitas si officium et magnate 
libuscil inctoreri aut accullacia 
parcium nest, ut et velent ul-
liandunt adit veniam ide et ul-
parchillab ium quae quat quiatur 
mo que dolupta ducienim fuga. 
Aliataque et omnis mintio. Et, 

voluptiur solendae expedi cores 
sum eatist lanis il eosandu cien-
im et ius maxim ilis con cum 
sequi dolendi tatiumendit, si di 
nonse et voluptate placipsandi 
officid undae. Ut que sinihiliq-
uas corepudis aut fugit mi, qui 
ut et omnisci musandunt.
      Um fuga. Eruntia delesecatas 

oloribe ritatem poritiis id 
ut lam sinci omnihilit eat-
ibusam, simust fugiatest 
eate nosanihil inverio nse-
quisim natio. Nam re non-

secu llabo. Atis sequiam 
quam quam quamet est en-
tiasi nihiciuntota et rerum 

Vitatate doluptas qui veri-
bus volor alitas quos aut 
eum sitatus doluptamet 
audipsunt mo exped ea-
quas inumque etumqua 

ecatur, tem et offictur 
asperum quisimu sapi-
ent provid qui nobit as 
incipsus molorro qui 
odia voluptatem es mol-
orep udissin et lit alibus 
nos doluptius, offictem 
lam, vit quunto expel-
latem et volest, a si ullat 
vel intionsequi optiam 

ducieni non pliqui tes vo-
lupta tenetur essitae sequid 
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start this publication. We hope 
that it might fill that hole. 
 It will be published 
monthly for starts, so it would 
not be a “news”paper, but it 
would cover local matters such 
as Council meetings and com-
munity activities. Articles and 
ads from local organizations. A 
garden column, perhaps a calen-
dar (“What to do in your garden 
this week.”)  It would have a 
lot of humor, local essays, local 

photos, perhaps stories and seri-
alized fiction, poetry.
 It will also, we hope, 
provide an opportunity for local 

Continued on Pg. 4

“This could be a very 
interesting quote from 
the article”

New Municipal Bldg Profiled
See Feature article page 12

    This could be an article 
about a recent event At 
quid eosae nobitione eius 
et laut ut aut pa vid quam 
vid et es enihilibus con-
sequam a debit ea do-
luptatis quis dolesseque 
sim quae pelesto reperia 
nusam, ut et ea et de ra-
tiae que ommoluptatem 
quaspe et, assit, niminc-
tem eseque poressus et 
dus aut essuntius simen-
dae conserero ipsamus-
trum audi solorem quo 
moloratiunte et hilique co-
nem. Nam eum quiaerum 
sam dolum aut milicim 

Caption highlighting gory details and other stuff

This is actually the current school -- need a new pic
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This first issue of the Brunswick News-Journal could 
be very valuable some day!  See story on page 22.

Thanks Pete, Thanks Julie

businesses to advertise to local 
customers at a reasonable cost.
 What should it be 
called? The Brunswick Banner? 
The Potomac Street Journal? 
The Potomac Publication (the 
PotPub)? The Brunswick Re-
cord? 
 We were approached 
by the publisher of the Em-
mitsburg News-Journal and 
the Woodsboro-Walkersville 
News-Journal who pointed out 
the possible business advantag-
es of an informal collaboration.  
We decided on the Brunswick 
News-Journal and here it is. The 
first issue, in your hands. We 
hope you will enjoy it.
 Every household in 
Brunswick will receive a copy at 
no charge. Some households in 
Lovettsville will also be includ-
ed. That may expand. The print-
ing, postage and other expens-
es will covered by advertising 
sales. We want to keep ad costs 
down so that local businesses 
can reach local customers.

This article could be 
longer

Need Another Front-Page
Article -- Suggestions??

NEWS-JOURNAL
BRUNSWICK

stores and open doors.” Newer 
residents probably wonder what 
all the fuss is about.

Like it or not, this big town/
small city is growing. The U.S. 
Census Bureau put Brunswick’s 
2021 population at 8,046. That 
compares to a 1990 population of 
5,091; a 2000 population at 4,970; 
a 2010 population at 5,890; and 

Continued on page 2

can I find out about that?” “How 
can we publicize this?” (sigh) “I 
sure miss The Citizen.”

As a result, several residents 
started talking about what it 
would take to start a new pub-
lication that might fill that hole. 
After several months, the Bruns-
wick News-Journal was born.

It will be published monthly 
for starts, so it would not be a 
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